Ronnie Rothe
Christ’s Body – the Church

[bookmark: _GoBack]WHAT IS THE CHURCH?
	We must start with defining the Church.  The Universal Church constitutes all Christ-followers throughout history who have put their faith in Jesus.  A person literally becomes part of the Church once they are in a relationship with Jesus by truly placing their faith in Him; however, there is also the local church.  The local church is a community of Christ-followers who are joined together by their commitment – under qualified leaders – to love God, to love one another, to make God’s love known by living out the mission and purposes of the Church in the world, to sound Biblical teaching, and to regularly carry out the practices of baptism and communion (Matthew 22:37-40, 28:18-20, John 14:23, 17:20-26, Acts 2:41-47, 14:27, 18:22, 20:17, Romans 12:14-26, 16:4, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26, 1 Timothy 3:1-15, Titus 1:5-11, 1 Peter 5:1-4).   

JESUS IS THE LEAD PASTOR
	The use of the title, “Lead Pastor,” designated to a person is not a completely accurate title, because Jesus alone is the head of the church (Ephesians 1:22-23, 4:15, 5:23).  That means Jesus alone is the Lead Pastor of the Church, and every local church.  Pastors/Elders get their authority from the Head.
	Since Jesus is the head of the church, He alone is responsible for building and leading it.  In Matthew 16, Peter makes a bold confession about who Jesus was.  In this controversial passage we see the first mention of the church by Jesus (Matthew 16:18).  I believe that Jesus was basically saying in His reply to Peter’s confession, “I have been waiting for this confession of faith.  Not only because knowing who I am is crucial in understanding why I came, but because of what I am going to do through this confession.  I am going to build my church.”
	There are some very important things we can understand about the church based on Jesus’ first mention of it.  First, Jesus being who He said He was is the foundation of the church.  The church does not exist without Him, and exits for Him.  As soon as we get away from Jesus being the foundation, the church falls apart and serves absolutely no purpose.  Our confession of faith in who Jesus is, is the rock and foundation of the church.  Second, the church is a community of people who – like Peter – make this same confession of faith in Jesus.  The church is not a building, location, or program; therefore, a person cannot “go” to church.  We can go to a worship service, but that is not church.  The church is a people; a community of people who follow Jesus as the one true God.  Finally, Jesus alone builds the church.  Ultimately it is completely up to him (through the Holy Spirit) to grow the church by bringing people to a confession of faith in Him.  We, therefore, must conclude that the church is not man made, but God ordained & Jesus made.  Jesus came for the church, and to build the church.
	With Jesus as the head of the church, we as the church (His followers) are the body of Jesus (1 Corinthians 12); therefore it is vital that we love, obey, imitate, and follow Jesus at all times, and in all ways, according to the teaching of His Word (Colossians 3:16-17).  As the body of Jesus, we are also called to carry out the commands, work, and ministry of Jesus.   

THE CHURCH IS THE HOPE OF THE WORLD
	Jesus says something that doesn’t seem to fit the first time He mentioned the church in Matthew 16:18, after He proclaimed that He alone would build the church; however, what He says is key in understanding His design, purpose, calling, and mission for His church.  He states that the gates of Hell will not overcome His church.
	When Jesus physically came to the world, He stepped into a war zone where Satan had authority.  Jesus came to restore God’s Kingdom by restoring God’s authority over Satan and sin.  In that context, what Jesus seems to be communicating is that the reason for building His church, and His vision for it, is to be a powerful spiritual movement that transforms the world by advancing God’s Kingdom.  
	Jesus calls the church to be a powerful spiritual movement in people’s lives.  The reason people have not opened their heart to the life transforming truth of Jesus is because they are bound by their sin, and Satan’s control in their lives.  Our mission as the church is to proclaim the good news of Jesus with people who don’t know Him.  The church is built on, grows by, and lives to proclaim the confession that Jesus is Lord.  As we proclaim Jesus, He has promised to build His church by turning people’s hearts toward Himself.  Our job as the church is to see where Jesus is working and to join Him.  
	Furthermore, we see in Matthew 16:18 that Jesus gives victory and authority to His church over sin and Satan.  We are literally the spiritual force to break the power of evil in this world.  Very literally, the church is the hope of the world.  We have been given the power to heal the world, answer the world’s biggest problems, and give the world hope.  If spiritual warfare is real (and I believe it is), then the church is Jesus’ army to fight the power of darkness in this world.  
	Fighting this war will not be easy, because we will constantly be under attack.  Satan is trying to steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10), and is going to do everything he can to stop the church from being a movement; therefore, there will be suffering…great suffering, but Jesus promised in Matthew 16:18 that we will not be defeated, and that Satan will not overcome.  Jesus will defeat His enemy once and for all in the future, but today we must arm ourselves for a bloody spiritual battle.  A battle that we will not lose!      
	Our mission as the church is very clear.  We are called to be a movement with and for Jesus that transforms the world.  Every Christ-follower who is part of the Church is called to this mission, which is the reason why it is so important for every Christ-follower to be engaged in a local body.  No one person can be a movement by themselves; however, no one local church can be a movement by themselves either.  The church being a world transforming movement with and for Jesus cannot happen without every local church doing what Jesus has specifically called them to.  The purpose of every local church is to be a transforming church that does their specific part to transform the world.  Every local church, living as a transforming church, is the only thing that will transform the world.        

TRANSFORMED PEOPLE TRANSFORM PEOPLE
	The mission, call, and purpose of the church is summed up in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20).  For years I misunderstood Jesus’ words to the church here, and so do many other people and church leaders.  In our American culture we have somehow come to the conclusion that being a movement happens programmatically.  Have we forgotten that the church is a people?  We will not transform the world by building bigger buildings, having larger churches, putting on better worship services, and doing more rallies.  These things are not what ultimately transform people’s lives.  People are influenced most by other people; therefore, we need to gain a clear understanding that it is transformed people who transform people.  
	The concept that transformed people transform people is exactly what the Great Commission communicates.  Jesus states that the church’s primary responsibility is to make disciples (to spiritually transform people).  Only when local churches are living out their primary responsibility of discipleship can they live their mission.  To transform the world, we must be a transforming church.  Being a transforming church starts and ends with the spiritual transformation of the people, because you cannot have a transforming church without transformed people.  Our primary concern as church leaders should be how we can lead people toward living a transformed life instead of having more events, so that we can become a transforming church, that is truly a part of transforming the world.  
	The Church is the hope of the world.  Every local church being a transforming church is the only thing that will transform the world.  Transforming churches are focused on being transformed by Jesus together, and continuing His work of advancing God’s Kingdom glocally as ONE.  The world is transformed by the church living transformed lives with every person, at every time, and in every place (Matthew 5:13-16).  
	As people are spiritually transformed, they will understand and have a passion for Jesus’ command to “go” (Matthew 28:19), they will be empowered to forcefully advance the Kingdom (Matthew 11:12), and they will understand that every Christ-follower is a missionary.  As a church is being transformed it will develop a D.N.A. and energy to influence the world glocally, because they will gain an understanding that together they are called to be the missionary, not to just send “professional” missionaries overseas.  As this happens in more local churches, the movement for and with Jesus happens.  


GREAT LEADERS ARE THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH
	If the church is the hope of the world, then great leaders are the hope of the church.  All my great church experiences have been because of great leaders, and all my bad church experiences have been because of bad leaders.  This principle is the primary reason I felt called to be a pastor in the first place.  
	Elders are the primary spiritual leaders of leaders.  Elders are male leaders of the church who are synonymously called pastors, bishops, and overseers through the New Testament.  Their primary responsibility is to follow Pastor Jesus, and lead others to follow Him too.  Furthermore, Jesus calls Elders Himself (Acts 20:28) and has given them the authority and responsibility to govern, protect, care for, oversee, shepherd, teach, cast vision for, lead forward, and manage a local body.  Elders defend, define, and direct the mission.  They ensure the Word is heard, seen, and protected.  The qualifications for Elders are found in 1 Timothy 2:11-3:7 and Titus 1:5-9.  Serving alongside the elders are deacons and members (Philippians 1:1-3).  The senior pastor is the first among equals.  
	All that being said, if one word encompassed what a church leader's primary responsibility is, that word is “equipping.”  Church leaders are called to be servant leaders that equip the saints for the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:11-13).  In this passage, Paul lists five “types” of church leaders who are called by Jesus.  Jesus does not call them to do all the work themselves, or to have the “power” to tell everyone else what do to.  Jesus primarily calls church leaders to prepare and equip the entire body to fulfill the works of service (their ministry) Jesus has for them.  Not every Christ-follower is called to be a church leader, but every Christ-follower is called to be part of body, and have a ministry.  
	Church leadership is not about authority as much as it is about servant hood.  Being a leader is not about having power, but about serving others so they can live out their ministry.  A leader is responsible to engage the body in ministry, equip them for their ministry, and empower them to live out their ministry to the fullest.  A leader’s job is to train the “flock’s” heads, hearts, and hands to fulfill the ministry God has for them.  
	It is vital that church leaders fulfill their calling to equip the body, because it is how the church is built up, lives are transformed, the church becomes a transforming church that is a movement that transforms the world, and the fullness of what Jesus wants to do in and through the church happens.  Living out our mission, purpose, and calling as the church will only happen when every person is equipped to live their ministry.  People have viewed the pastor’s job as building up the church for too long.  Jesus has called all His followers to works of service to build up the church.  
	I believe a church should be leader led, not staff led.  In my opinion paid staff should be a called leader of leaders who equips others.  Furthermore, we need our leaders to be better leaders instead of better preachers.  For this reason, I think it is much more beneficial for pastors to spend more time equipping people than planning sermons.  Finally, the quality of a church’s leadership is directly proportional to the quality of discipleship in the church.  Transformed people transformed people. 
Church leadership is about seeing how God is leading and trying to focus everyone on that.  We as church leaders need to create and cultivate environments where the Holy Spirit stirs in the hearts of the people to unleash them for the Kingdom.


THE LOCAL CHURCH AND THE C&MA
	The C&MA and the local church relate to one another in two ways.  First, the local church is under the constituted authority of the district and the national office.  Everything that is passed, approved, changed, etc. by General Council or through a district conference is binding and authoritative upon the local church.  Constituted authority allows a local church the freedom to do ministry within their local culture, while remaining unified to the movement of the C&MA.  
	Second, the district and the national office serve the local church.  The district serves to connect churches to one another and to the national office, to help churches thrive, to provide disciple making ministries, for church health and multiplication, and mission mobilization.  I really see the district (at least my district) as an “equipper.”  You can’t have thriving churches without thriving leaders, and the district serves to equip and ensure that every local church is led by thriving leaders.  Our responsibility as local churches and pastors is to submit to the district in legal and governing matters, as well as look to them for leadership, guidance, and support.  Our ability to be a movement as a district is only as strong as the relationship between the district and the local churches.  
	I joined the C&MA because I want to be part of a movement bigger than myself, or my church.  Since becoming part of the C&MA, I don’t feel like I am part of a denomination, but that I am truly a part of a movement!

RELATING TO ONE ANOTHER 
	One of the primary things we see in Jesus’ final prayer before he is arrested is that He cares deeply about His followers’ unified relationships with one another (John 17:20-26).  Without having true, deep, and authentic relationships within the church, our lives cannot be transformed, we cannot be a transforming church that is living our mission of transforming the world, and we are not living as the body of Christ.
	We are first and foremost called to love one another.  Not as people deserved to be loved, or even how we want to be loved.  We are called to love one another the way that Jesus loved us.  He gave His life for us, and we are called to do the same for one another.  Secondly, we are called to disciple, spiritually sharpen, encourage, challenge, and lead one another toward Jesus.  Once again, transformed people transform people.  Spiritual mentoring and discipleship is the responsibility of all of us, not some of us.  Our lives cannot be transformed in isolation.  Life transformation happens best when connected in authentic relationships within the church.  As we are being transformed together, we will live our purpose of worshiping God together in one unified voice.  Finally, we are called to belong to and care for one another.  If a fellow Christ-follower has a need, we should meet that need.  If this was lived out daily, there would be absolutely no needs that went unmet (Acts 2:42-47).     
	When we are living in authentic relationships within the church, synergy will be created that moves us forward to achieve the mission we are called to.  	      
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