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JESUS IS OUR KING…AND HE IS COMING BACK
	Jesus didn’t just come to be our savior, sanctifier, or healer.  Jesus came to be our King!  The first time Jesus came to this earth, He came as “King”; a king born in a manger that few recognized as the true King.  That’s why the story of Jesus does not end with His death, resurrection, and ascension.  Jesus said He is going to come back to this earth a second time (Revelations 22:12), but this time everyone is going to know about it, and it won’t be peacefully in a manger.  The mystery of His Kingship can only be understood in the light of His second coming.  
	Jesus is not coming “spiritually” when we die, and not coming figuratively through the spread of the gospel.  He is personally, bodily, visibly, and literally coming to this earth once again (Acts 1:11).  That is how the New Testament speaks of Jesus’ second coming in the 318 times it is mentioned.  

WHY JESUS NEEDS TO COME AS KING
	Jesus our King is coming for the primary purpose of reestablishing God’s Kingdom.  Since the fall of mankind, the Kingdom of God has not been experienced perfectly.  At the fall, God gave authority to Satan to rule.  The first time Jesus came, He came to reclaim God’s authority over sin and Satan in the lives of those who put their faith in Him.  At Jesus’ second coming He is going to reclaim God’s sovereign rule over His creation, for good.  When Jesus comes again, He will perfectly exercise his threefold function as Prophet, Priest, and King.  When Jesus comes again, He will have supreme authority over everything, not just spiritually.    

WHEN WILL JESUS COME AGAIN?
	There has been a lot of debate, discussion, confusion, and predictions about when Jesus will come again; however, the truth is that no one knows, or can fully know, when He will.  All we know for sure is that His second coming is imminent, in that it can take place at any time and we expect it to happen at any time; therefore, we are ready for it to happen (James 5:8), and are watching for it to happen (Matthew 24:42).
	We don’t know when He will come, but scripture has given us some clarity on what it will look like, and what will take place, when He does.     

IT ALL STARTS WITH HOW THE MILLINNIUM IS VIEWED
	To understand what Jesus’ second coming will look like and what will take place, we must start with an understanding of the “millennium.”  The word millennium is not found in Scripture, but is a Greek word meaning 1000 years used repeatedly in Revelations 20.
	The point of debate comes in answering the question, is the second coming of Jesus to precede or follow the millennium?  Three views are held.  (1) Amillennialism is the view that there will be no earthly, literal millennium following the second coming of Jesus.  Amillennialists do not believe in a literal meaning of the millennium passages in Revelations 20, and state that the promises should be taken in a spiritual and allegorical sense.  (2) Postmillennialism is the belief that Jesus will not return until after the millennium.  Postmillennialists believe that a golden spiritual age will come upon this earth (the millennium), because the world will progressively get better and better through preaching the gospel.  It is at this time that Jesus will return to earth.  Once again, prophesies are not to be taken literally, but spiritually.  (3) Premillennialism is the view that Jesus will return to the earth before the millennial kingdom is established, and will rule and reign physically and literally during the millennium to fulfill every covenant promise made by God.  
	Like the Christian and Missionary Alliance, I believe that Jesus’ second coming is premillennial.  I agree with A.B. Simpson who objected to amillennialists and postmillennialists, saying that, “the rejection of a restored earthly kingdom takes out of God’s Book all reality and makes everything merely a dream as vague as the fooleries of Christian Science.”  If the millennium was not literal and in the future, Jesus would have never said to watch for it.  Jesus does not have a literal Kingdom if we abandon the concept of a literal millennium, so His Kingship is minimized.  Finally, there is strong scriptural evidence for premillennialism that cannot be avoided: Revelations 20:1-6, 1 Corinthians 15:23-28, Daniel 7:13-14, Isaiah 11:2-10, Psalms 2:6-9.
	In addition to taking a premillennial view, I also take a pretribulation view.  The following description of the events around the second coming will further support both of these views.       

UNDERSTANDING EVENTS AROUND THE SECOND COMING
	There are many events that correspond with Jesus’ second coming; however, to understand these events I must start by stating that a person cannot fully understand these events without putting a strong emphasis on a literal hermeneutic of Scripture.  
Furthermore, it is important to see that Scripture talks about two appearances of Jesus.  The first appearance is to “His own” as the bridegroom.  This appearance is imminent and may come at any hour.  The second appearance is to the entire world as King and Judge.  This appearance has a definite “when” (as we will discover).
	Finally, it is important to see that Scripture talks about two literal resurrections separated by 1000 years in Revelations 20.  Every person experiences consciousness after physical death before their literal bodily resurrection.  Those who have put their faith in Jesus experience this in heaven, those who don’t experience this in hell.  The first resurrection is for believers in Christ prior to the start of the millennium.  The second resurrection is for those who never put their faith in Jesus after the millennium.       

PRESENT CHURCH AGE
	We are presently in what is referred to as the Church Age.  During this age, God is preparing in the Church those who will reign with JC in the future.  We are receiving some of the blessings of the kingdom today, but will not fully experience them until Jesus’ second coming.  Until then we prepare for it (James 5:7-8) by making the most of every opportunity, being sanctified, being ready, watching, being faithful, and being diligent.  While we are waiting, we have a blessed hope for what lies ahead (2 Titus 2:11-14)

RAPTURE
	The present Church Age will end with the Rapture of the Church (John 14:1-3, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).  The rapture is what is imminent and denotes Jesus’ first appearance to “His own.”  The rapture is the sudden, supernatural catching away of the Church to meet Jesus.  Jesus does not return “all the way” to the earth like he will in His second coming, but meets His followers in the air.  His followers who are living at this time will be caught up and receive their glorified bodies.  Jesus’ followers who have died will physically resurrect and receive their glorified bodies as well.  This will be part of the first resurrection (Revelations 20:5-6, 1 Corinthians 15:50-54).  The rapture will take place (in my opinion) prior to the Tribulation.
	The Judgment Seat of Christ is an event that will take place in the heavenlies immediately after the rapture (Romans 14:10, 1 Corinthians 3:11-4:5).  At this event, Church Age Christ-followers who were raptured are evaluated and rewarded by Jesus according to what they did during their life on earth (Matthew 16:27).  This event has nothing to do with salvation, but with eternal rewards.  What better incentive to live fully for Jesus in this life!
	Finally, it should be noted that before Jesus’ second coming, the Marriage of the Lamb will take place that eternally unites the newly rewarded church with Jesus (Revelations 19:9).         

THE TRIBULATION
	The Tribulation (Matthew 24:21-29) is the seven-year period of time (described as the 70th week in Daniel 9:24-47) when God will pour out judgment after the rapture of the Church.  During this time, God allows Satan through the antichrist to bring the nations of the earth under his spell.  God’s chosen people – the Israelites – will face their greatest suffering in history during the Tribulation.  The Tribulation will culminate in a war called Armageddon where the human race almost destroys themselves.  Armageddon sets the scene for Jesus to usher in the Kingdom of God (Revelations 19:11-19).


THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS
	The Day of the Lord has arrived!  At the conclusion of the Tribulation Jesus physically comes out of the heavens with his army and returns to earth.  This is the second appearance of Jesus to the entire world as King and Judge.  When Jesus comes He will destroy the wicked (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9), judge the nations, and establish His Kingdom.  Five important events occur in connection with Jesus’ second coming: (1) judgment of the living Gentiles to see who can enter the millennium (Matthew 25:31-46), (2) judgment of Israel to see who can enter he millennium (Matthew 25:1-11), (4) resurrection and rewarding of Old Testament saints and saints who died during the tribulation (Revelations 20:4-6, Daniel 12:2, Revelations 6:9), (4) the binding of Satan in preparation for the millennium (Revelations 2:1-3), (5) and the establishment of the Messianic Kingdom.    

THE MILLENIUM
	The millennium was defined earlier in this paper, but it is worth noting a few more things about this 1000 year period.  The millennium will be a time that God’s Kingdom will reign like everyone who has ever followed God has dreamed of.  Jesus will physically and literally reign as King on the earth with His resurrected Church.  It will be a time of righteousness, peace, victory, joy, glory, and worship as we have the continual presence of Jesus with us on earth.  Jesus himself will be our blessing.  We shall have our perfect bodies and be perfectly restored to Jesus’ image.  The earth will also be regenerated.  Satan will have no power during this time over mankind because He is confined to a pit.  It will be the greatest revival of all time as Israel will be restored, both politically and spiritually.  The 1000 years will come to an end with a brief revolt of Satan and sinful man to set the scene for the final judgments.  
FINAL JUDGEMENTS AND ETERNITY
	At the end of the millennium the second resurrection for those who never put their faith in Jesus will occur.  These condemned people will stand at The Great White Throne Judgment, and be cast into a lake of fire to suffer eternal punishment and damnation (Revelations 20:11-15).  Furthermore, Jesus will have a final judgment on Satan and his fallen angels, and they will also be cast into the lake of fire.  Finally, the present heavens and earth will be purged with fire, and new heavens and earth defined by righteousness will come that will be established for eternity.  At this time the Church will enter into the City of God – their eternal home – with Jesus!  God’s Kingdom is not fully established for eternity.  

THE IMMINENCE OF JESUS’ SECOND COMING AND WORLD MISSIONS
 	The best way to prepare for Jesus’ second coming is to live the Great Commission out urgently and passionately.  “Jesus, your Kingdom come,” should be our ultimate focus, goal, hope, passion, and prayer.  We can literally speed Jesus’ return by living out our greatest calling of “evangelizing” the world (Matthew 24:14).  Since we do not know when He will come, the best way we can watch and wait is by telling everyone we possibly can about the good news of Jesus.  Once He comes their hope is lost, so the time is now.  We are literally the hope of the world.  We are not responsible for “converting” the entire world, but we are definitely responsible to “evangelize” it and give every person a chance to put their faith in Jesus.  Their eternal destiny is dependent on it.      



HOW THIS DOCTRINE HAS AFFECTED MY PERSONAL LIFE AND MINISTRY 
	First, I am passionate about living on a mission, and helping lead the Church there as well.  I want Jesus to come, but more than that, I want to ensure that when He does I have helped as many people live with Him for eternity as possible.
	Second, I am convicted with holiness.  Why would I want to live in a Holy Kingdom with Jesus for eternity if I do not want to live in holiness today?  I am not perfect and I struggle with sin.  I hate my sin more and more, not just because of how it affects my relationship with Jesus today, but how it is so against what my eternal destiny is.  
	Third, I am reminded how short my life is.  I hate wasting my days in selfishness.  This doctrine reminds me that Jesus can come at any time; therefore, my life is but a breath.  I don’t want to waste the short time I have on sin, selfishness, and things that waste away.  I want to invest the best of myself in eternal things because I am an eternal being.  
	Finally, this doctrine gives me hope.  No matter how much I suffer today, I know my story does not end with it.  My story ends in joy, peace, and victory.  I have hope in my present suffering more today, because of the promises that are true for me in the future!    
8

