Ronnie Rothe
[bookmark: _GoBack]Christ our Savior Paper


OUR ORIGINAL DESIGN
	Humans are the supreme object of God’s love.  We were created by God to be in an intimate love relationship with Him.  That is where we must start.  Without starting here, there is no reason for a savior.
We were also created in the image of God, are like God, and represent God unlike the rest of creation (Genesis 1:26-27).  Apart from God we can’t understand who we are, and visa versa.  Being created in the image of God is not a single thing but includes moral, spiritual, mental, relational, and physical aspects.  Furthermore, God created us for his own glory (Isaiah 43:7).  Understanding this fact speaks directly into what every person’s purpose is; to glorify Him, thus fulfilling the reason that He created us.  Only when we live out our purpose can we truly experience the fullness of life by living in an intimate love relationship with God.   

THE FALL
Adam and Eve – the first humans created – violated their intimate love relationship with God by choosing to sin.  God is holy, righteous, and just.  Therefore, sin is anything that goes against God’s standards of perfection and is not perfectly holy, righteous, and just.  
	Since Adam and Eve were created to be the representatives of the human race, their choice to sin has had enormous affects on every human born since.  We are counted guilty before God (Romans 5:12), and have all inherited the guilt of sin.  Furthermore, we have inherited a sinful nature.  All people now are considered sinful before God.  Sin is not just an act, thought, word, etc., but is in the nature of humans.  
Sin has affected all parts of our original design as humans.  We are now evil (Mark 7:21-23), sick (Jeremiah 17:9), enslaved to sin (Rom. 6:20), do not seek after God (Romans 3:10-12), cannot understand spiritual things (1 Corinthians 2:14), are at enmity with God (Ephesians 2:15), and are by nature a child of wrath (Ephesians 2:3).  The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body are all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We may not as sinful as we could be, but we are completely affected by sin.  Furthermore, the image of God in us has been distorted and we are less fully like God now than we were before the entrance of sin.
God punishes sin.  He does so because his righteousness, holiness, and justice demand it.  The only just punishment suitable for sin is death (Romans 6:23).  We became separated from our intimate love relationship with God through the disobedience of sin, resulting in both physical and spiritual death (Isaiah 59:2, Mark 7:20-23, Romans 5:12).  Every person will literally exist for eternity, either separated from God in Hell because of sin experiencing judgment and torment, or united with God in Heaven because of the forgiveness of sins through faith in Jesus Christ experiencing eternal life (John 3:16, 5:28-29, 1 John 5:11-13, Revelation 20:15). Hell is a real place of conscious torment (Matthew 8:12, Revelations 14:10-11) and separation from God’s presence (Matthew 25:41) for eternity (2 Thessalonians 1:9, Matthew 25:46) for the wicked. 
In summary, all people are born with a sinful nature, totally corrupt in God’s eyes, and completely incapable of restoring a right relationship with Him through their own efforts (Romans 3:10-12, 3:23, 6:20, Ephesians 2:1-3).  



JESUS TO THE RESCUE
	As sinners, we have a debt that we cannot pay ourselves; therefore, we need someone to pay it for us.  Jesus to the rescue!  The love and justice of God were the ultimate cause of the atonement.  God loves us to much that He did what we are not able to do ourselves.  He sent his only son, Jesus, to save and rescue us from the results and affects of sin (Matthew 1:21, Luke 19:10).  
We can only be saved because of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, ascension, and second coming.  Jesus Christ is the second member of the trinity (the eternal son of God) who became a man without ceasing to be God, having been conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary, in order to reveal God to humanity and become the savior of sinful man (Isaiah 9:6, Matthew 1:22-23, Luke 1:34-38, John 1:1-2, Philippians 2:6-11).  Jesus lived a sinless human life, voluntarily offered himself as the perfect sacrifice in our place through his death on the cross, and physically rose from the dead three days later to set us free from the consequences and penalty of sin (Acts 2:23-24, Romans 3:24, 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, Ephesians 1:7, Hebrews 2:9, 1 Peter 1:3-5, 2:24, 3:18).  Jesus physically ascended into heaven, is now at the right of the Father as our representative, and will physically return again to establish his eternal kingdom (Matthew 26:64, Luke 21:27, Acts 1:9-10, Romans 8:34, 14:9, Hebrews 4:14-15, 2 Timothy 4:1, 1 John 2:1-2).
	At every point in Jesus’ life he was completely holy and without sin (Luke 1:35, John 8:46, 2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 2:22, Hebrews 4:15).  Because of his sinlessness he is qualified to be the savior of the world, and there is nothing he did or said that would disqualify him as savior.
Jesus’ work on the cross was the atonement for our sins.  Jesus literally died in the sinners place on the cross (Isaiah 52:5-7, Mark 10:45, 1Corinthians 15:3, 1 Peter 2:24).  While on the cross Jesus’ experienced physical pain and death, he took our sins on himself (Isaiah 53:6), he faced this pain alone by being abandoned by the Father, and bore the wrath of God.  We deserve to die as a penalty for sin.  Jesus paid that penalty by being our perfect sacrifice.  We deserved to bear God’s wrath against us.  Jesus removed God’s wrath from us and put it on himself.  We were separated from God because of our sin.  Jesus overcame that separation, and provided reconciliation.  We were in bondage to sin and Satan.  Jesus redeemed us from that bondage and Satan’s power.       
	Jesus’ death without his resurrection and ascension is pointless.  By resurrecting, Jesus was validated as a prophet, represents man to the father (Galatians 2:20), made the gospel alive (1 Corinthians 15:3-8), and gave believers hope for their resurrection (1Corinthians 15:13-19).  By Christ ascending into heaven he received the glory that had not been his before as God-man, and He is now seated at God’s right hand in his glorified body (Hebrews 1:3).  His ascension foreshadows a Christ-follower’s future ascension with him in heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:17), gives them assurance of their future home in heaven, and allows them to share in his authority of the universe (Ephesians 2:6).

SAVED BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH
Salvation is a free gift brought to people by the grace of God for the forgiveness of sin’s penalty, provided by Jesus Christ’s shed blood on the cross as sufficient payment for our sin, and is received by those who put their faith in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ by asking him to be the forgiver of their sins and leader of their life (John 1:12, 14:6, Romans 5:1-2, 6:23, Ephesians 1:7, 2:8-9, Titus 3:5, 1 Peter 1:18-19). 
Grace is God showing sinful people undeserved favor through his sovereign goodness.  It is an act of giving us what we don’t deserve – salvation.  Grace is the foundation of all aspects of salvation.  God invites and draws unbelievers into a saving relationship with Him through Jesus.  Unbelievers are saved through the Holy Spirit quickening the gospel message, and convicting their hearts of sin (1 Thessalonians 1:5).  This cannot be done without the Holy Spirit because no one seeks God (Rom. 3:11).
Salvation is a free gift.  A person accepts this gift by turning away from sin and turning to Jesus.  Conversion always involves two elements: repentance and faith.  Repentance is a turning away from sin and turning toward Jesus.  Humans are active in repentance, but the ability to do so comes from God.  Faith means to believe and accept that Jesus is who He says He is, and accomplished what He said he came to do.  We receive justification and salvation not because of anything we do, but by accepting what Jesus did for us.  We put our faith in Jesus by confessing that He is the savior, and asking Him to be our savior and Lord.  Justification and salvation are only received through faith in Jesus.  Christ’s atonement was sufficient for all (John 3:16), but only efficient for those who put their faith in Him (Ephesians 5:25-27).

RESULTS
The Holy Spirit supernaturally gives a new heart to everyone who genuinely places their faith in Jesus Christ, immediately making them a part of the body of Christ (the Church), permanently living within them from the moment of salvation to empower fully-devoted living for Jesus Christ, and continually transforming them to become more like Jesus Christ (John 3:3-8, 14:15-17, 16:8-13, Acts 1:8, Romans 8:9, 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, 2 Corinthians 3:6, Ephesians 5:18, 1 Thessalonians 5:23).  The following are additional blessings (results) of putting our faith in Jesus our savior.  
Jesus our savior regenerates us.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit that gives the unregenerate new life.  This restores a person’s capacity to know, love, and serve God.  People must have new heart to relate to God because of their unregenerate state (Matthew 12:34, Romans 3:11, John 8:34).  Through regeneration, a person is born again (John 1:13, Colossians 2:13) and cleansed from their sins (John 3:3, Colossians 2:11).  Regeneration opens the door for a relationship with God that an unregenerate cannot have with Him (1 Corinthians 1:9, Romans 12:5).
Jesus our savior unites us with himself: Christ is in me (Galatians 2:20), I am in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:22), and this is the constant union (John 15:5).  What is true of Jesus is now true of believers because of the union.  Through the union, Christians are crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6), are made alive with Christ (Colossians 2:13), and will be glorified with Christ (Romans 6:5).
Jesus our savior justifies us.  Justification is a legal term where God declares the believers righteous and innocent in his sight – in one particular moment – through Christ’s righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Through justification a person’s sins are forgiven (2 Corinthians 5:19), their death sentence is taken away (John 5:24), they receive the gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23), they are reconciled to God (Romans 5:1), and have positional sanctification (1 Corinthians 6:11).  This is brought through faith alone, by God’s grace.
Jesus our savior sanctifies us.  Sanctification is being set apart as God’s own possession to be holy, how He is holy.  There are two aspects of the one work of sanctification that need to be balanced: Christians are positionally sanctified by being made holy at one point in time once and for all (1 Corinthians 1:2, Hebrews 10:10), and progressively sanctified by continuing to grow into Christ-likeness throughout life (2 Peter 3:18, 2 Corinthians 3:18).  Sin still lives in the sanctified person even though the person does not live in sin any longer (Galatians 5:17); therefore, believers will struggle in progressive sanctification.  Believers will not complete sanctification, being completely free from sin, until the end of this life when we see Jesus face to face (1 John 3:2).
Jesus our savior preserves us.  Through the power of God, true believers are called to persevere until the end of their life.  Perseverance is the working out of a true believer’s salvation – to grow in Christ-likeness (Philippians 2:12-13).  There are specific commands throughout the Bible that are necessary for a believer’s perseverance (Ephesians 6:16, John 8:31, John 14:15, James 4:7); however, these are not causes of perseverance, but are evidence of saving faith (Hebrews 3:14).  The commands themselves are a means to persevere.  Jesus preserves believers so that they can persevere (John 5:24, John 11:25-26).  True believers are commanded to preserver; Jesus will preserve true believers, indefinitely (Romans 8:28-29, Ephesians 1:13). 
By the power and grace of God – every person who becomes a Christ-follower by truly placing their faith in Jesus Christ can never lose their salvation.  That being said, “if saved, always saved” seems to be a more accurate term than “once saved, always saved” (Matthew 7:21-23, John 10:27-30, Romans 8:1, 8:38-39, 1 Corinthians 1:4-8, Ephesians 1:13-14, 1 Peter 1:3-5).  However, a true Christ-follower will never use their “eternal security” as an excuse to sin (Romans 6, 12:1-2, 13:13-14, Galatians 5:13, Titus 2:11-15).
Jesus our savior glorifies us.  True believers will be glorified (Romans 8:28-29).  It is a guarantee that those who have been called will be glorified (2 Timothy 4:18).  With great expectation Christ-followers await the full realization of God’s saving promises (Hebrews 11:13, 39).
	Finally, Jesus our savior makes it possible for us to live in an intimate love relationship with God again as His children like we were created to be.  This is what I believe to be the most significant blessing of putting our faith in Jesus our savior.  By surrendering to Jesus, we become new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17) who are becoming “more human” everyday by becoming more like Jesus!  What a blessing!

MY EXPERIENCE
	I would not be here today without Jesus MY savior.  I knew about Jesus growing up, but decided to live life my way.  It was not until a personal crisis that I felt like a needed a savior.  I surrendered my life to Jesus after I came to believe that He was the only way for me to have true life.  After putting my faith in Him, He provided that life.  I knew I no longer had to look to anything, or any person, to find the deepest desires of my heart.  I found it in Him.  Not only that, I found grace and forgiveness in Him.  
My biggest fear is being a worthless screw up.  Everyday when I look in the mirror, what I see looking back at me is a screw up.  However, as Christ continues to transform me, I see more and more who He see when He looks at me – a transformed saint.  I am not a screw up because of Him!
Finally, I have had the humbling privilege of witness many people realize their need for Jesus, surrender their lives to Him, and watching Him radically transform who they are from the inside out.  I have watched him give life, joy, peace, hope, fulfillment, and purpose to people who did not have it before Jesus became their savior!  
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