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GETTING THERE
We were created by God, and called by God, to be holy as He is holy (Hebrews 12:14, 1 Peter 1:16).  Yet, this is not the case.  No person is born holy because we are born with sin.  Sin has corrupted our human nature to be holy, and has separated us from an intimate relationship with God that He created us for.  This is not God’s will.  He calls his children into holiness (1 Thessalonians 4:7), which requires sanctification.  

WHAT IT IS
Sanctification is not the same as justification.  Justification is a legal term where God declares the believer righteous and innocent in his sight – in one particular moment – through Christ’s righteousness (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Through justification, a person’s sins are forgiven (2 Corinthians 5:19), death sentence is taken away (John 5:24), receives the gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23), is reconciled to God (Romans 5:1), and has positional sanctification (1 Corinthians 6:11).  This is brought through faith alone, by God’s grace.  Furthermore, as A.B. Simpson points out in “The Fourfold Gospel,” sanctification is not regeneration, conversion, morality, our own work, perfection, nor a state of emotion.  Sanctification is so much more than all these things.
Sanctification means to be set apart from sin, and set a part to God as his possession to be holy, how He is holy.  In “The Fourfold Gospel,” A.B. Simpson states that sanctification is separation from sin, dedication to God, conformity to the likeness of God, conformity to the will of God, and supreme love to God and all mankind.  
So many times when I am communicating sanctification I go straight to the issue of sin, and how we are called to be separated from it.  Even though this is true, God’s will for His children is so much more.  He desires us to be wholly dedicated in our relationship with Him where all we wish is to love Him.  If that is happening, separation from sin is no longer the issue.  Through sanctification, we now have a different object of our affection. 
To me, the only word that encompasses what sanctification is, is “transformation.”  Sanctification is about being transformed to be holy.   Sanctification is about being transformed into the image and likeness of Jesus Christ.  God’s desire for us is that we are wholly transformed – spirit, soul, and body to be holy like Jesus is holy (1 Thessalonians 5:23). 

JESUS IS OUR SANCTIFIER
	Sanctification is nothing we can obtain by our own effort.  Jesus alone is our sanctifier (John 17:19).  Jesus became the first person to live a holy life like we were all created and called to live (2 Corinthians 5:21).  His perfect life was offered up to God in death as the perfect sacrifice (Hebrews 2:17).  He rose from the dead to restore humanity to the fullness of life (John 10:10).  Finally, he ascended to the Father in heaven, where He is head over everything (Ephesians 1:22-23).   Jesus took on humanity to save us from the penalty of sin, and to sanctify us from the power of sin.  Our sanctification is found in His sinless life (Hebrews 2:11).   
	The foundation for our sanctification is our union with Jesus that we entered into at conversion.  As discussed earlier, at conversion we were justified and adopted as children of God.  We were also regenerated and made alive with new spiritual life (1 Peter 1:2).  Once regenerated, we are united with Christ: Christ is in me (Galatians 2:20), and I am in Christ (1 Corinthians 15:22).  What is true of Jesus, is now true of believers, because of this union.  Through this union, Christians are crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6), made alive with Christ (Colossians 2:13), and will be glorified with Christ (Romans 6:5).   
Having been united with Christ, we are now new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17).  When Jesus died, he not only died for the sinner, but the sinner also died with Him (Romans 6:4-11).  However, we have not only died to sin through Jesus, we have also been raised to new life through his resurrection.  We have literally participated with Jesus in His death and resurrection by which He enables us to live in newness of life.   Jesus now calls His followers to holiness through our union with Him (1 Peter 1:16).    

BAPTISM SHOWS THAT JESUS IS OUR SANCTIFIER 
Baptism by immersion shows that Jesus is our sanctifier.  A person becomes a follower of Christ when they put their faith in Jesus by asking him to be the forgiver of their sins and the leader of their life.  Baptism does not “save” us.  We are “saved” only by faith in Jesus.  Baptism is a demonstration that a person is already “saved” and is a follower of Christ.  It illustrates what took place in a person’s heart when they become a follower of Christ.  
	Furthermore, baptism illustrates our uniting with Jesus’ death and burial.  Baptism is a symbolic water grave that illustrates the death and burial of a person’s old, sinful life when they become a follower of Christ by putting their faith in Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:3-4).
	Finally, Baptism illustrates a follower of Christ uniting with Jesus’ resurrection and new life.   Every person who puts their faith in Jesus goes from spiritual death to spiritual life.  For Christ followers, baptism is a symbolic resurrection to a new Christ-centered life free from the slavery of sin (Romans 6:4).  
While others hold varying thoughts and traditions related to baptism, from where I stand, the metaphor of immersion is both dramatic and significant.  Through baptism we are drenched in God, enveloped in God’s presence, and brought from death to life.  The water grave is a perfect expression of this reality

THE TWO ASPECTS OF ONE WORK 
	There are two aspects of the one work of sanctification that needs to be balanced: positional sanctification and progressive sanctification.
	A Christ follower is positionally sanctified by being made holy at one point in time, once and for all, the moment they trust Jesus as their savior.  (1 Corinthians 1:2, Hebrews 10:10).  Just as Christ followers are justified once for all in Jesus, they have also been sanctified once for all in Jesus (Acts 20:32).  However, as A.B. Simpson states, the Christian is sanctified positionally the moment he trusts Jesus Christ as savior, but experiential sanctification occurs at a point after conversion.  
The Christian is progressively sanctified by continuing to grow into Christ-likeness throughout life (2 Peter 3:18, 2 Corinthians 3:18).  Sin still lives in the sanctified person even though the person does not live in sin any longer (Galatians 5:17); therefore, believers will struggle in progressive sanctification.  Holy living will not be instantly achieved at conversion, but will increase throughout a believer’s life.  God’s dream for every believer is to be transformed into Christ likeness with every increasing glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).  Jesus’ sanctifying work and presence in a believer’s life at conversion is only the beginning of a process that continues through life on this earth (2 Peter 1:2-4).  Believers will not complete sanctification, being completely holy, until the end of this life when we see Jesus (1 John 3:2).

EXPERIENCING SANCTIFICATION 
	Jesus alone is our sanctifier whom empowers us with it, but receiving and experiencing the transforming work of sanctification involves surrender on the part of the believer.  We can’t sanctify ourselves.  The only thing we can do is voluntarily and sacrificially surrender all of ourselves to God.    
	This initial surrender has been called “the crisis.”  This is the turning point of faith when the believer surrenders ALL of themselves to Jesus through the Holy Spirit.  It is a definite point in time when the believer understands and accepts their need to die to self (Romans 6:13).  This surrender is literally a death because we are reckoning ourselves dead to sin but alive in Christ (Romans 6:11), and death is always a crisis.  It is through this “crisis” of surrender that allows the life transforming work of Jesus to operate in us.  
	Every Christ follower must also consciously, deliberately, and decisively surrender their life to Jesus through the Holy Spirit throughout their entire lives (Romans 12:1).  Those of us who do not, are remaining in control of our lives instead of giving authority over to God.  Our commitment to Jesus is not complete until we recognize his right to exercise complete and continuous authority over all of our lives.  As we surrender ourselves to Jesus and depend on him completely, we allow the indwelling of the Spirit of God to assume control over all the areas of our lives.  Through this continuous surrender, we will experience the life transforming sanctification of Jesus.              
	Experiencing Jesus’ power over sin is not automatic (Galatians 5:16-17, Romans 8:5-8).  The believer who continues to be controlled by the flesh will continue to fall to the temptations of sin; therefore, we must learn to walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:25).  Spiritual maturity is acquired progressively.  We do not grow into sanctification, but grow into maturity.  As we grow in maturity, we are sanctified.  The evidence of this sanctification is the fruit of the Spirit being produced in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23).  
	Practically, surrendering involves living a life of obedience.  In every conflict, temptation, and testing we are obediently surrendered to Him, we draw near to Him, and we give it over to Him.  As we do this, we will experience the life transforming sanctification of Jesus.  

A WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
	Our work in sanctification is surrender.  But the working of sanctification in our lives is solely a work of the Holy Spirit, and cannot be achieved without the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is our sanctifier, and does His work through the Holy Spirit.  Sanctification is ultimately about the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit working in our lives.  When we put our faith in Jesus, the Holy Spirit comes to live personally in our hearts and transfuse the life of Jesus into our being.  He (the Spirit) is the essential component for experiencing sanctification, and living holy lives (1 Peter 1:2, 2 Thessalonians 2:13).  Sanctification results from the control and filling of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:12).
	As stated before, Romans 12:1-2 states the need for continuous transformation in our lives.  As we are surrendered to the Spirit (walk according to the Spirit), He works powerfully in our lives to expose un-holiness and sin.  These are the areas on our lives that need to be cleansed.  He will lead us to make changes, empower us to make changes, encourage us to rely on Jesus through those changes, and transform who we are through those changes.  
	Sanctification is ultimately about the very life and character of Jesus being formed in us.  The Holy Spirit infuses us with Jesus’ life, and transforms us with Jesus’ character.  The Holy Spirit also empowers us to live fully for Jesus, and with Jesus in an interactive and intimate relationship.  Our responsibility is simply to cooperate with the Spirit.  This cooperation is produced through spiritual disciplines.  I truly believe the over-arching disciplines in being – and living – a transformed life are developing an interactive relationship with Jesus, authentic relationships within the church, and influence in glocal (global and local) culture.      

MY EXPERIENCE 
	I believe in the life transforming sanctifying work of Jesus, because I have seen it in my life and in the lives of many people.
	When I first put my faith in Jesus I knew I was forgiven, but didn’t feel as if I was cleansed from sin, freed from sin’s power, nor did I have a desire to be more like Jesus.  That is not the case today.  I have been transformed!  I desire more than ever to know Jesus, and become more like Jesus.  I know I am not a slave to sin, and that I have the power to stand firm against it.  I am seeing the fruit of the Spirit being produced in my life.  
	That being said, there is a lot of transformation that needs to take place.  I know the areas of my life that are not Christ-like, and more than ever before, I am burdened over those areas.  I want to be in an intimate relationship with Jesus more than ever before, glorify Him more than ever before, and be more like Him more than ever before.  The times when I am fully surrendered I feel this transformation taking place.  The times I am not I know I am giving Satan a foothold, and I am not becoming who I was created to be.  All that being said, I know the Holy Spirit has worked to transform WHO I am because I desire to be more like Jesus today.  That can only be a work of God in me.  
	I have also seen the life transforming sanctifying work of Jesus in the lives of many people.  I have seen people who were enemies of Jesus become followers of Jesus.  I have seen people who could care less about living for Jesus, give their entire lives to Jesus.  I have seen the Holy Spirit work in the lives of fully surrendered people to transform their marriages, their relationships, their futures, their attitudes, their motives, their thinking, and their priorities.  
	The only reason I continue to do this job is because I have seen, and am currently seeing, the Holy Spirit powerfully transforming lives; including my own.  I am passionate about being, and leading people to be, like we were created and called to be – Holy because He is Holy!
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