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THE NEED FOR HEALING
	Many people pray for it, but at the end are still asking the question, “can healing really happen?”  As Christians we want to believe that it can because there are many legitimate things we need healing for: depression, cancer, heart disease, colds, paralysis, etc.  The problem is that many of us don’t’ feel like we can be healed, because we are not experiencing it; so, we are left asking if healing can really happen.  According to Scripture the answer is, YES! 

WHERE “SICKNESS” IS COMING FROM
	Before we move on, the first thing we must deal with is why we have suffering, sickness, pain, and illness that we need healed from in the first place.   
	To start with, things aren’t the way they should be.  Romans 8:18-27 declares that creation went into chaos when sin entered the world.  The world is not operating like it was designed to.  When God created it He declared that it was good, but when we separated ourselves from Him through sin this world went into chaos and disarray.  Joy, fulfillment, and life were replaced with pain, suffering, and death.  We experience suffering today because of this “chaos of separation.”
	The second reason we have suffering in this world is because we have an enemy (John 10:10).  There are times in our lives where suffering is a direct result of our enemy who wants to steal, kill, and destroy us.  We have an enemy in an unseen world that is set out against us, and one of the ways he attacks is through pain, sickness, and disease.  
	 Thirdly, self-infliction is to blame for many illnesses.  We want to blame someone else for our suffering, when in reality much of the sickness we experience is caused by ourselves, and we have no one to blame but ourselves.
	Finally, the Bible teaches that there are times that God Himself allows sickness and suffering.  God’s main goal is to transform our hearts, and He will use our sickness and suffering as an avenue to do that.  He uses suffering as a trial to test and grow our faith, and from my experience people are transformed the most in times of suffering.  Furthermore, He allows sickness to continue in our lives to discipline us because of our sin.  Our Father loves us so much that He will allow sickness to get us back on track and surrender our lives to Him.  Sickness is often related to spiritual issues with which God wants to deal with (1 Corinthians 11:23-32). 
	The good news is that regardless of the suffering we are experiencing or the reason we are experiencing it, the Bible promises something powerful to Christ Followers.  The promise is that Jesus came to be our healer, and that He wants to heal us!

JESUS IS OUR HEALER
	A common misunderstanding when discussing Jesus as Healer is that He just heals us spiritually; however, a reading of the Gospels shows that 28 of Jesus’s 35 miracles are physical healings.  Jesus didn’t just come to heal us spiritually, but to heal us wholly.  The doctrine of Christ our Healer primarily rests on two passages of scripture: Isaiah 53:1-6 and Matthew 8:14-17.  
	Our sin has separated us from God.  Jesus’ work on the cross (His shed blood) was the full atonement for our sins, and made it possible for us to be reconciled to God once again.  Jesus’ shed blood, death, and resurrection sets His followers free from the penalty, power, consequences, and (eventually) the very presence of sin; not only spiritually, but emotionally, mentally, and physically as well.  Since illness is the result of our fallen condition, the atonement offered through the blood of Jesus includes healing…wholly.  We are prone to compartmentalize spirit and body, but people during the time Scripture was written understood these as interrelated.    
Jesus is THE healer because He is God’s Son, and because of His atoning death and resurrection.  We have healing from and in Jesus.  He literally bought healing with His “stripes.”  All the blessings of redemption come to believers through His atoning blood.  Some of these blessings are immediate, and some are in the future.  The perfect atonement of Jesus dealt so completely with sin that it put away the fruits of sin.  Spiritual, as well as physical, healing is available to believers because of the blood atonement.    

TWO KINDS OF HEALING
	Divine physical healing is the supernatural divine power of God infused into human bodies.  Throughout scripture there are two kinds of divine physical healing.
	First, there are signs (Mark 16:17).  These are instantaneous miracles of healing performed by sovereign authority.  These authenticate the power and glory of God (“A Movement for God” pg. 85).  This kind of healing is the least understood, and probably the most infrequent.  
	The second kind of divine healing is what A.B. Simpson defined as “the Lord for the Body.”  This type of healing has also been called “Children’s Bread” (Matthew 15:21-28), because it only applies to Christians.  Followers of Jesus are recipients of His healing touch.  This type of healing is the most frequent and comes in context of a believer’s total walk with Jesus.  
WHO HEALING IS AVAILABLE FOR
	Jesus is our Healer, and His healing touch is offered to all, but is primarily for people who have entered in a relationship with Him.  After putting our faith in Jesus, He is in me (Galatians 2:20), and I am in Him (1 Corinthians 15:22).  What is true of Jesus is now true of believers, because of this union.  Through this union, Christians are crucified with Christ (Romans 6:6), made alive with Christ (Colossians 2:13), and will be glorified with Christ (Romans 6:5).   
	Believers share in Jesus’ death and resurrection (Romans 6).  Healing is part of the redemptive work of Jesus, and believers have a right to it because His body bore our consequences and penalty of sin.  Jesus suffered to redeem us wholly, and rose again to resurrect us wholly.  The benefits of His death and resurrection are ours when He comes into our bodies.  Every instance of divine physical healing is the touch of His resurrected life (Romans 8:11).   
	Today, Jesus’ healing work is brought through the power of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:28, Luke 4:18).  Jesus is our healer, and does His work through the Holy Spirit.  Divine physical healing is “normally” for believers, since believers have the Holy Spirit living inside of them.  
	Jesus continues to heal believers today for another reason as well.  Divine physical healing is a foretaste of the “Day of Resurrection” when we will be healed completely from every effect of sin, and receive our resurrected bodies.  Experiencing and witnessing Jesus’ healing touch reminds us of the promise, and gives us continual hope in this promise.      



HEALING IS THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH
	Healing happens through the power of the Holy Spirit, and the ministry of the Church.  Jesus’ body is the Church, and He does His work through us.  The church is a living expression of Jesus in the world today.  
	Jesus still heals today, has chosen to do it through the Church, and has given the church authority to do it (Mark 16:17-18).  We initially see this when Jesus was training the disciples (Matthew 10:1-8), and again when He gave the 72 authority to heal (Luke 10:1-20).  We can also see the church’s authority to heal throughout the book of Acts (3:16, 4:30).  Healing is among the essential gifts that God has given to the church (1 Corinthians 12:9-10, 28-31), and is assigned to the elders of the church (James 5:13-16).  One of the main reasons I believe Jesus has given the church authority to heal is because He has given the church the responsibility to disciple people.  Divine physical healing should never be an isolated event, or an end in themselves.  Divine healing should always lead toward the restoration, redemption, and discipleship of the person receiving it.      
	The church is the hope of the world.  Not only are we called to be Jesus’ hands and feet to our fellow brothers and sisters in the church, we are called to do His work in the world.  Jesus healed the multitudes with His love and compassion, and we are called to do the same.  
	We need to be honest with ourselves in that divine physical healing occurs infrequently in the church today (especially in America).  Why is this?  Some have argued that the healing miracles throughout the New Testament were for a time period, and no longer exist today.  I see absolutely no evidence of this in Scripture.  Honestly, I don’t know why miracles of divine physical healing don’t occur frequently today.  Could it be that the church is in spiritual decline?  Could it be the church has neglected the physical, as much as the world has neglected the spiritual?  I believe both of those scenarios are a possibility.  If that is the case it should spur us toward bringing about spiritual revival, and living our ministry to the whole person! 

HOW TO RECEIVE HEALING
	So, how does a person physically receive Jesus’ healing touch?  Do we have to go to a “healer”?  That’s not what the Bible says.  Do we just have to conjure up enough faith?  If our focus is on faith, we will end up losing it.  If Jesus is our Healer, then to receive His healing touch happens when we go to Him.  
	This starts by putting our faith in Jesus, and entering into a relationship with Him.  We must always remember that the promise of healing is given as a privilege and benefit to God’s children (those in relationship with Him through faith in Jesus).  As stated before, at times Jesus will heal those who don’t have faith miraculously as a sign to publicly confirm the gospel, and demonstrate the power of God.  This is an exception to the rule.  Jesus only promises to be the Healer of his followers, because the purpose of healing is to transform us to become more like him.  All healing must be considered in this frame of reference.  The healing of a believer does not occur for the primary purpose of publicly certifying the power of God.  A believer’s healing may have public affect, but this is incidental to the spiritual benefit the healing affects in the believer’s life.  
	A follower of Christ goes to Jesus for His healing touch through prayer.  We must go to Him for healing, and we do that through prayer.  Jesus has chosen prayer to be a conduit of His Healing Power.  This can be frustrating because many pray for healing and never receive it, so we assume we are doing something wrong.  I don’t know everything there is to know about whom, when, how Jesus heals: What I see throughout the bible is that receiving healing is not based on formulas, but on the conditions of our hearts.  
	Jesus desires a heart of dependency on Him.  A heart of dependency shows that we trust Him for our every need, that our confidence is in Him alone, and that we believe He is God and we are not.  
	Jesus desires a heart of surrender.  A surrendered heart desires God’s will before its own.  Jesus calls for the total surrender of us to Him first, then to work powerfully in our lives.  Divine healing is the work of the Holy Spirit in people who are surrendered to the plans, ways, and purposes of God (1 Corinthians 6:13).   Truth be told, Jesus came to heal us wholly, but we will never be healed fully in this life.  It is not always Jesus’ will to physically heal us, and the only way we will ever be at peace with that truth is if we are completely surrendered to Him first.  We will not trust Jesus for physical healing until we know it is truly His will for us.  Suffering, not healing, is at times God’s purpose for us. 
	Finally, Jesus desires a heart of faith.  Jesus healed many regardless of their spiritual condition, but many times He asked people who sought healing to exercise faith.  A heart of faith is about having faith in Jesus who Himself took on our infirmities.  A heart of faith prays to Jesus, “You are the only one who can make this happen…I trust you can make it happen.”  Having a heart of faith is not about trying to muster it up.  True faith is shown by persistently going to Jesus in prayer, and believing He can do everything He has promised.  His heart is moved by our persistence, because He is honored by it.  Jesus promises that when we pray with faith, He will inevitably do something unbelievable. 
	Going to Jesus in prayer with a heart of dependency, surrender, and faith does not guarantee that we will be perfectly healed any more than salvation guarantees our complete sinlessness.  However, once in a while (probably more) Jesus heals exactly like we ask Him, but even if He doesn’t He always does something: gives us perspective on why we are experiencing illness, shows us what we can do to take steps toward healing, gives us peace that He is in control, gives us assurance that He loves us, spiritually transforms us, grows our faith, etc.                  	
	Those of us who desire healing go to Jesus our Healer in prayer.  We pray by ourselves.  We go to church leaders and ask them to lay their hands on us while they pray for healing.  We ask our loved ones to pray.  We pray, pray, pray.  We may never be healed like we desire, but as we pray we will develop a heart of dependency, surrender, and faith.  

WHAT’S THE DEAL WITH OIL?
	There are two passages of scripture that calls for the anointing with oil with healing.  The first passage is Mark 6:13 when the disciples anointed people with oil, and they were healed.  The second passage is James 5:13-16.  Anointing with oil is not mentioned in Acts, and the laying on of hands is only mentioned twice.  With so few references about anointing with oil in regards to healing, I do not fully understand it.  After much study and prayer I have come to the conclusion that the practice of anointing with oil is beneficial for a few reasons.
	First, the practicing of anointing with oil reminds those who are sick, the elders, and the entire church that the Holy Spirit is the agent of divine healing.  The oil serves as a reminder.
	Second, the practice of anointing with oil reminds us that healing is a local church affair.  As the sick person calls on the elders of the church for prayer they demonstrate their dependence of Jesus’ help.  There are seven references to prayer in James 5:13-16.  Prayer for healing is a ministry shared by the entire church.  
	Third, the practice of anointing with oil reminds us that sin can be a barrier in Jesus’ healing touch.  Healing includes spiritual cleansing, so the sick are called to search their hearts for sin that may be hindering them.  The whole person is in view through this practice – not just the physical or the spiritual.
	Keith Bailey states, “If the full spectrum of prayer was carried out, the number of incidents of divine healing would be greatly increased” (Divine Healing, pg. 134).  I don’t know that I agree with this statement.  Jesus is our Healer.  He chooses to heal when it is in His will.  We can’t “trick” him with rituals or religious practices.  He is more concerned with our heart than our routine.    

MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
	Jesus is our Healer.  He is the same yesterday, today, and forevermore (Hebrews 13:8).  I have witnessed His healing touch personally in a number of ways; from miraculously growing my cousin’s intestines after the doctors said it was impossible, to my friend with cystic fibrosis currently living a healthy life long after his life expectancy.  I actually sometimes wonder how much sickness, illness, and disease there would be in my life, and in this world, if Jesus was not actively at work.  
	I desire to see His divine healing touch in the future more than I ever have.  I desire to see it not only because of the joy it brings those who receive it, but because of the glory it brings Him.
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